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This is How We It!

1.  Make a quick rough sketch delineating approxima-
tions of large shapes, values, and colors (see sketches 
at far left).

2.  Refine and change proportions, values, colors... as 
necessary.until you feel that the painting is complete.

3.  Fine details and edges at finalization of refinement

Step back and look at both your work and the source 
image every so often.  They should already look alike 
even as you sketch because details cannot be seen  
from a distance but only the large shapes, colors... 
shape light/space on canvas (see the sketches at left).

From http://www.jonathanshearer.co.uk  

From http://www.kathryntownsend.blogspot.com

From http://www.myweekinart.blogspot.com

Painted by Terry d. Chacon



The Abracadabra to Painting Anything

Copy the light that hits your eyes.  That’s 
it!  Some combinations will make things 
look metalic; others appear hard, rough... 
Painted it as fruit, rock, or human skin like 
the nude at left from  www.oilpainting-stu-
dio.en.made-in-china.com or the smoothly 
blended fleshy surface of Sargent’s Nude 
Egyptian Girl at right. The skills of visually 
gauging proportions & seeing/mixing col-
ors are all you need to start doing magic.

Paint figures, fruits, landscapes, etc.
Quick bold sketch first... refine... finish.
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Fruit sketches http://www.dailypainters.com


