Mastering Oil Painting: From Sketch to Finish These class notes & private lessons can be found at http://www.davalonia.com/classes.php#oil
Proportion is also an element of drawing and painting that will appear to be different based on what’s put next to it (below) much like color and value.

Some strange behaviors of proportion. Be aware!

http.//www.advisorperspectives.com see Which is bigger?
also 12:43-13:16 of my Brain Games dvd  http.//www.njarb.com

Establish the relationship in proportion of the source image to your canvas -- the first important task for keeping correct proportions in you painting!
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source width times 1.33 3 Error: Source width is 3 times as long, not 1.33

source image Skyscrapers will result if your canvas is too tall;

short, wide buildings when canvas is too wide.
The difference is exagerated here of course,
but even a small error matters! (See below).
Keep multiplication factor the same.

Error: Source height x 2.5 not 1.33

source height

source width

Art with strange proportions -- you can sense that something is off even if you don’t know what.

Stretched people happens when the pro- . L . . .
portion of the source is more narrow than Face from http://qrahamoverby.blogspot.com Of course, the disproportion is intentional in carica-

the canvas. Everything gets stretched. Streetscape from http://charaartschool.blogspot.com  tyres http://www.paulgaunt.com (Hampton Beach)
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How to keep proportions correct while drawing from life or from a printed source

Judging proportions in a painting by Edward Hopper by using some elements
that exist within the painting. How many “heads” away from the right edge is
the seated woman’s foot? How long or high is the seated woman in terms of her
head? How many “seated woman” in height is the painting? Measure!

Image is about 2 x height of shaded  Width of large bldg is a little less

building & 2.5 x wide and gap between tall bldgs exactly

the height of the grey building.
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By comparing one element to another, you can judge sizes as you would with
one color to another color, or values. You will capture the inter-relationships of
what you see. Proportion, color, value... are all relative and based on adjacent
things on your canvas! Keep comparing similar elements to each other !

If an angle is hard to draw right,
extend your arm fully toward the
subject. Hold your pencil perpen-
dicular to your arm and rotate
your wrist to match that angle in
front of you, lower your straight-
ened arm onto the canvas in an
arc while keeping your wrist and
pencil locked.

If measuring lengths, fully extend
you arm towards subject with
pencil perpendicular to arm.
Truncate pencil to match length
or height (right) and lower arm
in an arc to your canvas. Wrist
locked, arm straight!

A brand-new edition of the classic—
expanded and updated

Dr. Betty Edwards’ suggestions for drawing from life and measuring
with your pencil (above). This and other tools for drawing may be
found in her wonderful book, Drawing on the Right Side of the Brain.

Perhaps you were taught
to grid up the source to E
draw it in proportion.
This should be a last ditch
effort. Try to compare l
the elements with each
others first!

Renaisance artists invented machines to transfer the shapes they see in
front of them onto their canvases more "accurately." The example at left
illustrates a gridding system similar to that you may have used before to
copy a printed image onto your canvas (please see instructor for further
explanation if method is unknown to you.) It is analogous to the "Drawing
on Plexi Glass" demonstraction scheduled for class 5 on perspective.
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Example of starting a painting by gauging proportions from large objects to small details. To be used with video http://www.davalonia.com/suggest.swf

First, paint large shapes & loose approximation of color, value, & proportion; precise details much later!

When the image first appeared, only "black" and "white" delineated the shapes. Paint them on your canvas in the correct proportions.**
About half width of canvas | ** First, make sure your canvas is the same proportion
White shape extends slightly past half the canvas as the image you are drawing!

1 White shape extends down less than 1/5th of canvas on right side

2
White
shape fills 3 How Lee sees what he paints!
height o
caivasf This is just a way to get your feet wet, start painting,
4 and finally, developing you own way of seeing.
5

As the image becomes more clear, adjust the "white" areas to a lighter value, and add in the other colors & details based on the proportions you had set earlier. Lastly,
paint over the dark area with greys & colors where appropriate. All details should agree with the carefully set proportions from earlier!

Of course, color would have been approximated and added since much earlier in a normal painting... "Fill the canvas with approximate shapes and colors as you establish
the correct overall proportions.” The color image at the right is used only to illustrate the beginning of a finer level of detail development later in the game along with crisp
edges, more accurate colors; etc. "Twealk it little by little after the correct proportions are establish at the beginning."

Set overall proportions of the large shapes... approximate the colors and values... extablish details while tweaking colors, crisp edges, highlights, shadows...



